TRIAL OUTLINE

I. Objective

A.

B

There are three basic requirements
1. Retention system (chin strap)
2. Impact attenuation (padding inside)
3. Penetration protection (hard shell)
You want to show that your helmet has those things

II. The State has the burden of proof

A. They have to prove that the helmet doesn't meet the
standard
B Use the standard (FMVSS218)
1. The requirements are the first part of the
standard
2. You should be able to offer the standard in
evidence since it is part of the law
TIT. Order of proceedings
1. Police officer will go first
2. If the judge asks you anything at the beginning
about what you are going to prove, tell him you
were wearing a helmet which you believe
satisfies the law
Iv. Examining the officer
1. Ask the officer if he knows the three basic
requirements for a helmet under FMVSS218
2. If he recites the requirements, 3ITCP
3. If he doesn't know the requirements, have him
read them from the standard
N Your testimony
1. Use plain English
2. Talk to the judge, not to the officer
3. Be polite, Be brief
4 Show him that your helmet has the three basic
requirements
5. Tell him you bought that helmet because it has the
least wind resistance and the least effect on your
your hearing and vision
6. If yours 1s an E&R helmet, offer the judge the Ed
Wren declaration
7 If the officer said anything about labeling, offer
the judge the CHP bulletin that says that you are not
required to maintain the label
8. Offer the CHP bulletin that says there are no lists
of federally approved helmets
Good luck. Please report on how your trial comes out. We can

all learn from each other's experiences.
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federal standard by incorporation of its requirements by
reference. Each helmet sold of offered for sale for use
by drivers and passengers of motorcycles and motorized
bicycles shall be conspicuously labeled in accordance
with the federal standard which shall constitute the
manufacturer's certification that the helmet conforms to
the applicable federal motor vehicle safety standards.






